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Hello, my name is Ann Marie and I'm just finishing up the second year of my MA 
Innovation Management at Central Saint Martins. And I came to be here as part of a 
career transition. I had finished working full time for a global retail corporation. And 
I'd taken some time out to be a carer for my mom. And when my mom passed away, 
it felt like a great opportunity to pursue a dream that I'd have of doing an MA. So I did 
some research and found out about the MA at CSM. And it was very last minute, I 
got my application in five minutes to five on the last day but was then delighted two 
weeks later, when I got accepted onto the course.  
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Before starting the course, I really didn't know what to expect. I have not been in 
education for Oh, gosh, a long time, like over 20 years. I have worked in innovation, 
but I haven't studied innovation. So I was apprehensive and nervous, I think. But 
also excited. I really wanted to learn more about innovation. I wanted to have 
innovation in my job title, if you will. It was.. so it was two sided, it was fear and 
excitement., I would sum it up as before I started.  
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And yeah, I think the biggest surprise for me was .... was reading. That there is a 
difference between reading and academic reading. And I don't think that dawned on 
me for the first six months actually. So I really struggled with our first assignment that 
was about reading and writing an essay, which I think was the second project that 
we were given. I think that realisation was massive. And I think that happened for me 
in an Academic Support session, which was outside of my course. It was interesting, 
because I had not thought about what a massive change it was, for me personally, 
coming from a working life professional career, to an academic setting. I had not 
considered that at all.  I had considered that I was going to learn something, but I 
didn't know how that was going to happen. And I realised that there would be project 
work, there would be presentations, there would be reading, and there will be writing 
but I didn't know what that meant. And I didn't really understand that there is a 
difference..different types of writing, there are different types of reading. And these 
are things that you have to learn and develop and make. And it was actually another 
academic session much later in my first year, that the Academic Support tutor helped 
me identify myself as a maker. Because I am a weaver. I'm ...I'm very interested in 
craft, but I hadn't identified myself as a maker before that point. And then, once I had 
that realisation, things really changed for me in how I approached my work. So now I 
approach everything that I do as a maker. Like I just finished a very long essay, 
which I think of how do I make this essay? How do I take components and put them 
together? How do I gather my raw materials, my threads, and how do I weave them 
together? And by making that connexion between who I am as a person, now I can 
do this Academic stuff ..is .. has been really massive and really helpful. And one of 
the biggest things, I think, I've got out of this experience. 
 
 


